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THE HERZEGOVINIAN UPRISING ACCORDING TO
THE MEMORIES OF ALBIN HUGO KUTSCHBACH

Abstract: After the outbreak of the uprising in Herzegovina (1875),
the idea of a final solution to the Eastern Question seemed feasible. Vol-
unteers, mainly from the Austro-Hungarian Empire, but also from other
European countries, began to arrive in Herzegovina. The young German
Albin Hugo Kutschbach arrived first in Montenegro and then in Herze-
govina during the summer of the same year. Having joined the insurgent
movement, he personally participated in the insurgents’ war operations.
In his later years, he wrote memoirs in which, among other things, he re-
called his years in the uprising. The aim of this paper is, through analyze
his memories during two years of the warfare, to examine the develop-
ment of the uprising, the organization of the uprising movement itself, as
well as the relationship between Montenegro, on the one hand, and the
insurgents and their leaders, on the other. The author’s personal testimo-
nies are also an advantage in this regard, because Kutschbach’s memoirs
as a narrative historical source, despite all their limitations, are a valu-
able source of data for the Herzegovina Uprising.

Key words: Albin Hugo Kutschbach, Uprising, Herzegovina, Montene-
gro, Ottoman Empire.

Autobiographies and memoirs that authors write for future genera-
tions are generally considered secondary historical sources. Their use
in historical science has to be extremely cautious. Namely, the author’s
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impartiality in telling the story should be constantly questioned. This
is one of the premises when interpreting narrative sources. Although it
does not seem so at first glance, there are differences between autobi-
ographies and memoirs. John Tosh even calls autobiography a modern
variant of a chronicle.? Although both types involve “self-description,”
autobiography can be defined as a written record of an individual’s life
written by themselves, with the theme of “describing life.” That is, it is
generally a prose - that, among other things, offers a broader view of
privacy itself, as well as family, personal, and other relationships. On
the other hand, memoirs are personal chronicles of a person in public
life, focusing primarily on social events and the environment the author
encountered.? That is why in memaoirs, in the relationship between the
private and the public, the public always has the upper hand. Memoirs
are written with the clear intention of public use. This is precisely why
one must be extremely careful when using them as a historical source,
because the author could have downplayed the importance of certain
memories, or have given too great, perhaps even unjustified, importance
to certain events and processes in which he was a protagonist.

The subject of this paper is the memoirs of Albin Hugo Kutschbach,
specifically the part that relates to the author’s personal participation
in the Herzegovinian Uprising during 1875 and 1876. The aim of the
paper is to define, through content analysis, primarily Kutschbach’s in-
volvement and role in the uprising itself. We will try to find and high-
light Kutschbach’s personal views on the uprising movement and its or-
ganization, then its leaders, as well as how he viewed Montenegro’s at-
titude towards the insurgents and the uprising.

Albin Kutschbach’s memoirs, covering 50 years of his political, dip-
lomatic, and even military career, were published in Leipzig in 1929.
The memoir, The Europe’s hot spot- 50 Years of Balkan Memories (Der
Brandherd Europas - 50 Jahre Balkan-Erinnerungen), traces the life and
career of Albin Kutschbach from the Herzegovinian Uprising (1875) to
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the diplomatic and political missions in which he was involved, which
took place in the first decade after the World War I.

In historiography to date, Kutschbach’s memoirs have been rarely
used. And when they were used, their selective use was noticeable, as
researchers were generally - interested in events from the 20" century.
Thus, Benjamin Langer, writing about the “Macedonian question” and its
perception in German-speaking literature, used this book.* Fragments
from Kutschbach’s work that relate to the Young Turk Revolution were
also used in her work by Irene Komposch Ortner.> Kutschbach’s mem-
oirs were not - used in Serbian historiography, butin 2020, Kutschbach'’s
book Serbs in the Balkan War 1912-1913 and in the War against the
Bulgarians was translated into Serbian, thus creating the conditions
for the public and researchers to become more familiar with one of
Kutschbach'’s works.

Albin Hugo Kutschbach was born on March 24, 1853 in Leipzig. Apart
from the fact that he was a Protestant, we do not have much information
about his origins and family history. It is known that his father Johann
Gottfried Kutschbach was a craftsman and owner of a trading shop, and
this family tradition was later passed on to young Albin. It is also record-
ed that he was educated at the Real - High School in his hometown, and
there are indications that he also graduated from a trade school. Already
at the age of twenty-one, he owned a trade shop, which is confirmed by
its entry in the Trade Register on June 22, 1874.° The following year, Al-
bin Kutschbach set off for Montenegro and Herzegovina. There, he had
the opportunity to develop close, friendly relations with Prince (Knyaz)
Nikola and personally participate in the Herzegovinian Uprising, and -
he even commanded one troop for a while. Due to his merits in warfare,
Prince Nikola awarded Kutschbach the military rank of brigadier gener-
al. After returning to Germany, he devoted himself to the journalism, and
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was the editor and publisher of several newspapers, and also he owned
a printing house. In 1881, he was elected as a liberal deputy to the Re-
ichstag, representing the Saxon districts of Zschopau-Marienberg. After
his parliamentary mandate, he was a representative of the Chamber of
Commerce in the period from 1885 to 1890, as well as a city councilor
of the city of Oppeln. After that, he found himself in the Balkans again,
but this time as a correspondent for several Austrian newspapers. At
that time, he also established close contacts with the Romanian King
Carol I, who later sent Kutschbach on various political missions as a per-
son of great trust. We come across the name Albin Kutschbach again in
1897 when he was at the head of the Saxon-Thuringian Industrial and
Trade Exhibition held in Leipzig. In the following years, he was active in
economic life, as a merchant and a prominent figure in the Chamber of
Commerce. The complication of international relations in the first de-
cade of the 20" century reawakened Albin Kutschbach’s adventurous
spirit. As a newspaper reporter and diplomat, he witnessed the Italian
action in Libya in 1911, as well as the Balkan Wars (1912-1913). He
published his testimonies about these events in separate publications.
During the First World War, Kutschbach moved away from diplomacy
and journalism and turned again to commercial activities. The last time
Kutschbach visited the Balkans was in 1924, on which occasion he was
a guest of King Aleksandar Karadordevi¢. In the following years, Albin
Kutschbach devoted himself to writing, and then he published two sig-
nificant books, including his memoirs. He died after a short illness on
November 16, 1936 in Leipzig.’

Albin Kutschbach’s memories related to the Great Eastern Crisis are
contained in his book (Der Brandherd Europas) published in 1929 in
Leipzig. Kutschbach’s memories from that time can be viewed through
two basic themes that the author deals with, namely the uprising on
the one hand and Montenegro on the other. Writing about Montene-
gro, Kutschbach devotes great attention to Prince Nikola and the ruling
house of Petrovi¢-Njegos in general. He also supplemented his memo-
ries with excerpts that refer to the diplomatic efforts of the European
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powers and the Porte to pacify Herzegovina. However, for us, the most
interesting and useful parts were those that refer to the uprising itself
and Kutschbach'’s participation in it.

Kutschbach’s memoir begins with a romantic view of war and war-
riors. As he watched the infantry leave Leipzig for the war against France
in 1870, he saw in them heroes of antiquity.® These first lines of his mem-
ories - are marked by both his youthful enthusiasm and his regret that,
due to his age, he was unable to join those warriors. Therefore, it is not
surprising that he was delighted when - he successfully completed mil-
itary training two years later. This young man, eager to prove himselfin
every way, longed for feats and adventure. News of the outbreak of the
uprising in Herzegovina in the summer of 1875 influenced Kutschbach
to decide to visit the Balkans.

Then, Herzegovina was - an integral part of the Bosnian Vilayet. De-
spite the apparent attempts of the Porte to introduce economic reforms
in the area, the degenerate feudal system resisted them and again found
ways to further economically exploit Christians. By the last quarter of the
19" century, tax burdens had grown so much that Friar Paskal Buconji¢
listed even 21 taxes that were imposed on Christians in Herzegovina in
a booklet addressed to representatives of the European powers in Sep-
tember 1875.° The situation was further aggravated by the practice of
leasing state levies (iltism). Poor harvests, famine and poverty, as well
as a sense of general insecurity, accompanied by murders and kidnap-
pings, only further supported the thesis of the need for armed resistance
during 1874 and in the early 1875. Although the Porte, through the gov-
ernor Dervish Pasha, made attempts to calm the already agitated re’aya
(serfs) through negotiations and promises. These efforts did not bring
results. Re’aya did not trust the Porte’s promises. Tensions reached a
peak on July 5, 1875, when Pero Tungus’s company attacked a Turk-
ish caravan at Cvjetna Poljana (Floral Meadow) in BiSina, during which
several Turks from the escort were Kkilled. Four days later, an uprising

8 Albin Kutschbach, Der Brandherd Europas-50 Jahre Balkan Erinnerungen (Leipzig: E. Haber-
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broke out, which began with a clash between the insurgents forces and
the Salko Forta bashi-bazouk in Krekovi close to Nevesinje.!?

News of the Christian uprising against the Ottomans spread quick-
ly. Albin Kutschbach learned of the uprising that same summer and de-
cided to head for the Balkans. That young German boarded a ship in
Trieste bound for Kotor. As he himself admitted, his original plan was
to visit Montenegro and join its army, believing that a regular army has
its advantages to an “unregulated band of rebels.”!! His premise, that
the Montenegrin army would actively engage in open warfare immedi-
ately after the uprising began, later proved to be a rather naive fantasy.

Namely, Prince Nikola'? considered that it was not the time for a re-
bellion, because, having learned from previous experience, he realized
that Montenegro would remain alone in the fight against the Ottoman
Empire. The Prince even twice refused the requests of the Herzegov-
inian leaders who asked for help and support in organizing an upris-
ing at the end of 1874. In doing so, he only postponed the inevitable.
Finally, at the war council held on Lov¢en on August 8/20, 1875, it was
decided that Montenegro would secretly assist the uprising. Only after
that, the uprising obtained a more organized character. Order and dis-
cipline were established, detachments were formed, and supplies were
organized. From then on, all of this took place under the watchful eye of
Prince Nikola and his loyal military commanders (vojvode) Petar Vukoti¢
and Peko Pavlovi¢. However, it was not until the summer of the follow-
ing year that war was declared against the Ottoman Empire.
1Baca Yy6pusoBuh, bocancku ycmanak 1875-1878 (Beorpag: Cayx6enu suct CPJ, 19962),
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2023), 74.
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Describing his journey to Kotor, Kutschbach left important evidence
of the work of the Committee for the Collection of Volunteers. Commit-
tees and boards for assistance to the uprising and the insurgents were
also established in Belgrade and Cetinje, as well as along the entire coast
in cities from Trieste to Kotor, most of which were located in the terri-
tory of Austro-Hungarian Dalmatia.'* Otherwise, Austria-Hungary was
wary of openly aiding the uprising so as not to compromise itself with
the Ottoman Empire. On the other hand, it also tried not to act against
the uprising movement. The instruction that Minister Andrassy sent to
General Rodi¢ in Dalmatia prohibited the crossing of troops “publicly
and in broad daylight”, which practically gave the green light for secretly
aiding the uprising itself.”> During his trip, Kutschbach noticed that the
leadership of the insurgent committees themselves was quite diverse.
From the fact that - the boards of the committees were represented by
Catholic priests, as was the case in Zadar (Zara) and Sibenik, to the fact
that mayors, like the one in Dubrovnik, headed the committee, while
the one in Zadar was headed by Miho Klai¢,'® a politician and leader of
the People’s Party.!” Namely, the Zadar committee was the main com-
mittee, at least when the Dalmatian coast was in question. Miho Klai¢
worked actively to collect aid for the uprising. During the second half
of 1875, he sent aid from Zadar to Dubrovnik in the amount of 1,800
forints, then 3,400 rifles and 240,000 cartridges, and another 1,000 fo-
rints worth of ammunition.*®

A particularly strong impression on Kutschbach was made by his
meeting with Miho Klai¢ in Zadar, on which occasion, as Kutschbach
writes, Klai¢ did not hide his delight at the fact that a German had be-
14 J1. Papau, Yemanak y HcmouHoj Xepyezoguru, 192-193.
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until his death. Klai¢ was also one of the leaders of the People’s Party in Dalmatia and the au-
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come interested in the uprising. At the time of Kutschbach'’s trip, the
strategy for transferring volunteers to the scene of the uprising had al-
ready been skillfully developed. Young people, came mainly from the
wider area of Austria-Hungary, arrived in Trieste. There they registered
with the uprising committee, from which they would receive some mon-
ey and a ticket for a steamer to Pula. Thus began their stage journey
from Pula, via Zadar, Sibenik, Split, Dubrovnik and Herceg Novi. In each
of these ports, there were representatives of the committee who wel-
comed the volunteers, gave them additional instructions and money,
and sent them further on their way. When they finally reached Kotor,
efforts were made to transfer them to the rebel area as quickly as pos-
sible, preferably at night.'®

Albin Kutschbach himself went through this staged four-day journey.
After arriving and spending the night in Kotor, he did not go to Herze-
govina, but instead headed for Cetinje along a steep mountain path. He
was determined to join the Montenegrin army and was encouraged by
a letter of recommendation he received from Miho Klai¢ in Zadar. De-
spite a cordial audience with Prince Nikola, Kutschbach’s wish was not
granted. His admission to join the Montenegrin army was refused be-
cause he was a foreigner. That disappointing realization prompted him
to volunteer and ahead to Herzegovina, the very epicenter of the upris-
ing.?’ During his stay in that area, he left valuable evidence about the
course of the uprising in the wider area around the towns of Trebinje
and Bileca.

Kutschbah'’s arrival at the main rebel camp in Zupci probably oc-
curred in the second half of August 1875. We conclude this from the fact
that he mentions a mission of the consuls of the European powers and
Server Pasha, who were supposed to influence the cessation of armed
struggle through promises after meeting with the leaders of the upris-
ing. The entire undertaking ended ingloriously, because the insurgents
did not even meet with the delegations.?! In Zupci, Kutschbach became

19 A. Kutschbach, Der Brandherd ..., 2-5.

20A. Kutschbach, Der Brandherd .., 13-14, 18-19. The route to the insurgents positions led first
from Kotor to Herceg Novi by boat, and then on foot past Risan and across Krivosije to Zupci.
The stopover in Herceg Novi extended the journey, but it was necessary since the weapons de-
pot was located in this city.
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close to the insurgents, and he also got to know very well Mico Ljubi-
brati¢,* the leader of the uprising. At that time, according to Kutschbach,
an interesting event occurred in the rebel camp itself. Namely, a young
man appeared at the headquarters in Zupci in an “elegant uniform and
patent leather boots,” who, along with his entourage, brought the in-
surgents ammunition and 60 rifles. It was Petar Mrkonji¢. He claimed
to come “from northern Serbia and that he was very wealthy”. A cou-
ple of days after his arrival, Ljubibrati¢ received a dispatch from Bel-
grade, from Prince Milan, demanding that this “foreigner” be expelled.
Ljubibrati¢, writes Kutschbach, reluctantly had to ask his guest to leave
the rebel camp.?® To this day, there is no confirmation in historiogra-
phy that the mysterious visitor to the Zubac headquarters was indeed
Petar Mrkonji¢ (Karadordevi¢).?* An important moment in the entire
event is Ljubibrati¢’s action on the direct orders of the Serbian prince.
We believe that Kutschbach is trying to subtly convey that Ljubibratic¢
was a “man of Serbia”.

Notlong after this episode, Ljubibrati¢ moved his headquarters a lit-
tle further north to Duzi, after which Kutschbach, eager to prove himself,
was transferred, at his personal request, to the “Hubmajer Small Corps”

22Mihajlo Mico Ljubibrati¢ was born in 1839 in Ljubovo near Trebinje. He was educated in Du-
brovnik, where he graduated from the Classical High School in Italian. At the age of sixteen, he
joined Luka Vukalovi¢’s uprising, quickly becoming the commandant’s secretary. He also par-
ticipated in the negotiations that were held in Dubrovnik in 1862. When Luka Vukalovi¢ went
to Russia in 1863, Ljubibrati¢ was in his entourage. However, he did not stay there for long, a
year later he returned to Belgrade. There he was involved in preparations for a new uprising.
He was sent to Herzegovina before the start of the Great Eastern Crisis. His activities were met
with fierce resistance from Prince Nikola. Ljubibrati¢ therefore went to Bosnia with the aim of
continuing his activities. However, he was arrested by the Austrian border patrol. He was in-
terned; first to Linz, then to Graz. He was released in 1877. After the Congress of Berlin, he par-
ticipated in the preparations for resistance to the Austro-Hungarian occupation. After 1882,
he took refuge permanently in Serbia. There he was the head of the Pirot District, and then
the secretary of the Tax Administration of the Ministry of Finance in Belgrade. He also distin-
guished himself as a translator. Among other things, he translated the Quran into Serbian. He
died in Belgrade in 1889.. JI. PagaH, Yemanak y HcmouHoj Xepyezosunu, 61-62: PasoBan Cy6uh,
,CTpaHu nyTonucu o ,Bohu“ Xepueroaukor ycranka Muhu Jby6ubpartuhy*, In: Yemanak Cp6a
y XepyezosuHu u bochu 1875-1878. 2odune (bamwa Jlyka: ®unoszodcku pakynTeT YHUBEp3UTETA
y bawoj Jlyny, 2016), 113-115.
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that was attacking the Trebinje fortress. Truth be told, the insurgents did
not have the weapons to seriously threaten the fortress itself, but they
tried to inflict significant losses on it through tactical guerrilla attacks.

Kutschbach, his eagerly awaited trial of fire in a battlefield, had right
there in a clash with the regular Ottoman army in front of the Trebin-
je fortress. It was “two hours of useless shooting,” as Kutschbach later
recorded.?” After that battle, he began to realize that tactical thinking
and planning were necessary to threaten Ottoman positions. Especial-
ly those in fortified cities. This was already evident during the attack
on the strategic tower of Drieno (Drijen), which, due to its specific posi-
tion, had a view of the entire area around the city of Trebinje. Miroslav
Hubmajer,?® Albin Kutschbach, and another insurgent took upon them-
selves the task - to sneak near the tower carrying seven kilograms of
dynamite cartridges. Hubmajer took upon himself the responsibility to
throw the explosives into the tower itself, while the other two were re-
sponsibile to protect his back. The night climb over the rocky, steep ter-
rain was particularly challenging and full of danger. Hubmajer managed
to set off an explosive device only at the base of the tower wall. Spotted
by the guards, they had to flee. The explosion that followed, although it
did not seriously collapse the tower, allowed them to escape. The fright-
ened Turks spent the whole night shooting aimlessly into the darkness.
Kutschbach did not mince words when describing Hubmajer’s audacity
as he sneaked near the tower and set explosives, as well as his fearless-

25 A, Kutschbach, Der Brandherd ..., 25-26.
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Re-writing of early Yugoslav History*“, Radovi Zavoda za hrvatsku povijest Filozofskog fakulte-
ta Sveucilista u Zagrebu, Vol 53, No. 2 (2021), 107-143. Accessed April 4, 2025. https://hrcak.
srce.hr/file/398234



ness as he fled under a hail of bullets.?” Although their paths diverged
after this action, his acquaintance with Hubmajer later grew into friend-
ship, as Kutschbach often visited him while the latter lived in Sarajevo.?

Namely, Hubmajer soon left for Bosnia, and Mico Ljubibrati¢ made
the decision to form a corps under commander (vojvoda) Filipovi¢, and
Kutschbach was then placed under his command. Staying in this forma-
tion allowed Kutschbach to get acquainted with the terrain of Herze-
govina, since the corps was on the move. The insurgents had the task
of reaching Bileca through difficult terrain. According to Kutschbach'’s
testimony, the entire route involved crossing Novice, Vron, Mosko, Orah
and Popeljik. However, on the road between Vron and Mosko, the insur-
gents encountered strong Ottoman forces, and, avoiding conflict, were
forced to turn southwest between Budos and Borilovi¢. Further along
the route, near the village of Orah (part of it exists on the shore of Lake
Bilec¢a, author’s note), a clash with Ottoman forces occurred - in which
the insurgents won. However, the triumph turned out to be short-lived,
as reinforcements that arrived for the Ottomans the next day forced the
insurgents to flee. Namely, the insurgents, believing that the danger had
passed, rested by the Cepelica River. Without proper shelter, they were
an easy target. After the attack, they panicked and fled to the mountains
for a shelter. Kutschbach and a few comrades managed to take refuge
on Mount Vidusa near Odjek. Only later - he found out about - the true
extent of the disaster that had befallen them. Commander Filipovi¢ was
killed. The corps lost a third of its men, both from wounds and from cap-
ture. At the request of his comrades, Kutschbach took command of the
rest of the corps.?’ The exhausted forces needed urgent recovery. The
situation was made worse by the arrival of “women, children and frail
old men”, who, fleeing from the Turks, tried to find at least temporary
salvation in the insurgents camp. Therefore, as commander, Kutschbach
decided that the insurgents and civilians should retreat towards Monte-
negro in short daily marches, with great precautions. “We arrived there
safely, and the grateful refugees blessed us,” Kutschbach later recalled.*°

27 A. Kutschbach, Der Brandherd ..., 28-30.
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As the leader of the corps, it was extremely important for him to ob-
tain the consent of Prince Nikola and the approval of Mico Ljubibrati¢
for his actions. Immediately upon his arrival in Montenegro, the prince
agreed to Kutschbach’s new role. After a long wait, he finally received a
response from Ljubibrati¢, who approved his taking over of the leader-
ship role, “wished him God’s blessing” and issued an order for further
steps.?! Ljubibrati¢’s role as the undisputed leader of the Herzegovinian
uprising is highlighted in Kutschbach’s memoirs. From his narration, it
seems that Ljubibrati¢’s authority among the Herzegovinian insurgents
in 1875 was unquestionable. Although Kutschbach did not record the
existence of tensions between Ljubibrati¢ and Prince Nikola. If he knew
about them, then he probably decided to leave them out due to loyalty
and close ties with the Montenegrin prince.

Although, at the beginning of the uprising, Ljubibrati¢ advocated that
“the insurgents themselves govern authority in the conquered territo-
ries and conduct state affairs themselves”.? Such views conflicted with
the plans of the Montenegrin prince. Kutschbach cunningly skips over
this information (if he knew about them). He attributes Ljubibrati¢’s
departure for northern Bosnia in 1876 to adventurism and naive trust
in the promises of Jeanne Merkus, whom Kutschbach calls the “Dutch
Joan of Arc”.** Namely, in early March, Ljubibrati¢ headed for northern
Bosnia via Klek, Ljubuski and Imotski with the insurgents and an en-
tourage. However, his plans to get involved in the Bosnian Uprising con-
flicted with the strategic goals of Austria-Hungary.* Kutschbach himself,
in the rest of his memoirs, portrays Ljubibrati¢ as a naive and reckless
man, sarcastically commenting that this “adventurous bunch” was met
and disarmed by Austrian border guards, and Ljubibrati¢ was interned.*®

After a short stay and rest in Montenegro, Kutschbach'’s corps, rein-
forced by volunteers from Bay of Kotor and Krivosije, regained its pre-

31 A, Kutschbach, Der Brandherd ..., 38.

32 J1. PapaH, Yemanak y HcmouHoj XepyezosuHu, 86.

33 A, Kutschbach, Der Brandherd ..., 48-49.

3*Ferdo Hauptmann, ,Internacija hercegovackog ustanickog vojvode Mice Ljubibrati¢a u Grazu
(Gracu) god.1876/77% Prilozi, 14-15 (1978), 366-367. At the end of July 1876, Ljubibrati¢ was
transferred from Linz to Graz due to the milder climate. At first, he and his wife were accom-
modated in a hotel, and a few months later they were given accommodation in a private apart-
ment. Ljubibrati¢ was under constant surveillance by the Austrian secret service.

35 A. Kutschbach, Der Brandherd ..., 49.



vious strength of 150 men. Under his command, they set off on a march
along the TrebiSnjica River valley, reaching the Klenak Tower in the ear-
ly evening. Kutschbach emphasizes in his memoirs the strategic impor-
tance of this tower in the eventual capture of Trebinje. The insurgents
under his command launched a surprise attack on the garrison during
the night. After a short battle inside the tower itself, they won. They
seized a lot of ammunition and two mountain cannons, while the cap-
tured Turkish garrison was transferred to Montenegro the next day.3¢
This is just another confirmation of the active participation of the Prin-
cipality of Montenegro in the uprising itself.

After the capture of the Klenak Tower, Kutschbach’s authority among
the insurgents grew. As a commander, he faced various challenges. By
his own admission, he found it particularly difficult to fight the supersti-
tions of insurgents. In his memaoirs, he recalled an incident when, during
a fight, he noticed a insurgent firing a pistol without aiming. When he
later asked him why, he replied that he had placed a hair from his amulet
in the barrel and “the bullet will hit wherever you want, without aiming
atthe target”. It seems that this was not the only case, as Kutschbach ad-
mits that there were difficulties in the fight against superstition. Aware
that he did not have a regular army under his command, but a “diverse
bunch” he tried to have understanding for the sometimes strange and
incomprehensible behavior of his comrades.?”

After a day’s rest in the Klenak Tower, Kutschbah'’s corps continued
its advance towards Bile¢a. As a commander, he did not rush, but relied
on patrols and scouts who brought news from the field. Thus, they found
out on time that the Ottoman army under the command of Suleiman Pa-
sha was approaching them, determined to recapture the Klenak tower.
Kutschbach took advantage of the configuration of the terrain and he
was ready to set one’s face against the approaching forces. He managed
to lure them into the valley to accept the fight, and then, retreating, he
drew them into the ravine, when suddenly the rebel detachments de-
scended from the slopes and pushed them back. On the same day, Sulei-
man Pasha attempted an attack twice more only to be finally definitely
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repulsed.® In the evening, Kutschbach’s corps captured the strategical-
ly important village Mosko and its surroundings. Upon entering this vil-
lage, Kutschbach and his comrads were greeted with salt and bread by
the “mayor;,” and Kutschbach, as commander, was offered two girls “for
entertainment,” which he refused. This was one of the rare instances
where he describes interacting with the local population. The next day
they continued towards Bile¢a. They managed to reach the mountains
north of the city. However, winter was approaching. Snow and blizzards
appeared. Kutschbach therefore dismissed his men with the promise
to meet again in Zupci in the spring. He himself went to Herceg Novi to
spend the winter there.*

In the spring, at the beginning of the new season of warfare, certain
changes occurred in the insurgent movement. The leadership of the
uprising and the insurgents was taken over by Peko Pavlovi¢, “a brave
and determined man” according to the decision of Prince Nikola, as
Kutschbach describes him.*°

Recalling 1876, Kutschbach in his memoirs pays great attention to the
descriptions of the diplomatic efforts of the European powers to pacify
Herzegovina. He also points to the crisis in the Ottoman Empire, both
economic and dynastic. Of course, he also mentions the entry of Serbia
and Montenegro into the war against the Porte.

In thet context, the battle of Vucji Dol (near Bilec¢a) takes a central
place in Kutschbach’s memories from the second year of the warfere.
Namely, after the declaration of war on the Ottoman Empire, Prince Ni-
kola ordered the insurgents to join the Montenegrin Northern Army.
Kutschbach'’s corps was under the command of Peko Pavlovi¢, who, ac-
cording to Kutschbach, operated almost independently in eastern Her-
zegovina.*!

The Montenegrin army, after the declaration of war, began offensive
operations. After the unsuccessful siege of Nevesinje and the attack on
Mostar, the main forces of the Ottoman army under the command of
Muhtar Pasha was noticed approaching. Therefore, it was decided that
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the insurgent-Montenegrin army withdraw closer to the border with
Montenegro and surprise the approaching forces with an attack on in-
accessible terrain. The camp was set up near Vucji Dol on a rocky ridge
below which ran the road that the Ottoman army was supposed to pass.
Kutschbach says that they did not even allow to lit a fire so as not to re-
veal their positions. The exception was a small fire for making coffee,
which Kutschbach says was necessary. However, most of the fighters did
not sleep in anticipation of the battle. Kutschbach recalled that Prince
Nikola went from one group of soldiers to another, encouraging them.
He hugged and kissed Kutschbach on the forehead, saying: “When the
sun rises today, we will either be victors or dead. Let us be victors, and |
also trustin you, dear friend”. Recalling that situation, Kutschbach wrote
in his memoirs: “Even today, after so many years, [ hear those words
ringing in my ears and they give me chills”.*?

The Battle of Vu¢ji Dol, thanks to tactical preparation and the surprise
factor, ended with a great victory for the Montenegrin army. Kutschbach
noted that it was the most significant battle of the war year of 1876,
but they were not aware of it at the time. The victory was celebrated
with great enthusiasm and mutual congratulations, while prince treat-
ed Kutschbach and other commanders to champagne. It was a Russian
present.*3

Notlong after this battle, Kutschbach was forced to return to Germa-
ny due to family circumstances. However, his friendship with the Mon-
tenegrin prince was not interrupted. Kutschbach was also among the
guests who celebrated the proclamation of Montenegro as a Kingdom
in Cetinje in August 1910.**

kK%

Albin Hugo Kutschbach left an important testimony about the Her-
zegovinian Uprising in his memoirs. As a young man who joined the
insurgent army by chance, he developed from a volunteer, an insur-
gent, to a company commander in two years of war. The significance of
Kutschbach’s memories is manifold. In his memoirs, he further shed light
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on the process of sending volunteers to the insurgent field. He person-
ally witnessed the activities and organization of the committees for as-
sisting the uprising along the Dalmatian coast. Fighting as an insurgent
in the wider area around the cities of Trebinje and Bilec¢a, he left strik-
ing descriptions of those conflicts. What we noticed as a constant in his
narration is his devotion to Montenegro and Prince Nikola. We believe
that this was precisely the reason for Kutschbach'’s failure to mention the
tensions between the prince and the insurgent leader Mico Ljubibratic.

In his memoirs, Kutschbach also left vivid impressions of the insur-
gents, their behavior, habits and superstitions. His contacts with the local
population were quite limited, as there is no indication that Kutschbach
knew any other language than German.

However, with all the burden and limitations that a memoir-type work
carries, we believe that Kutschbach'’s observations about the insurgent
movement itself, the warfare in Herzegovina, individual insurgent lead-
ers, and Montenegro’s attitude towards the uprising, represent valu-
able information, especially since they come from the pen of a foreigner.
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Crojanka Jlyxuja

XEPLEI'OBAYKHU YCTAHAK IIPEMA CJEhAIbUMA
AJIBMHA XYTE KYYBAXA

Cascemak: YcmaHak koju je 1875. 200uHe usbuo y Xepye2oguHu
Hazosujecmuo je Mo2yhHocm KoHa4Hoz pjewersa HcmouHoz numarea u
naxcry esponcke jagHocmu ycmjepuo je Ha mo nodpyyje. [lobpososyu,
yanasHoMm ca nodpyuja Aycmpoyzapcke MoHapxuje, aau u dpyaux
esponckux dpcasa noyeau cy 0a npucmudicy Ha ycmaHu4ky mepumopujy.
Maadu Hujemay Anbun Xyzo Kyubax eeh mokom seema ucme 200uHe
cmueao je npso y LjpHy Iopy, a nomom u 'y Xepyezosuny. [Ipudpysrcusuiu
ce yCmaHu4koM noKpemy JAU4HO je yuecmeosao y pamHuM onepayujama
ycmaHuka. Y cgojum no3HUM 200UHAMA HANUCAO je Memoapey Kojuma ce,
usmehy ocmasoz, npucjemuo u ceojux ycmaHuykux 2oduHa. Kyubaxosa
cjeharoa nocayxcuaa cy HaM Kao 2/1agHuU UCMOPUjCKU U380p NPpU NUCAHY
0802 pada. Haume, mokom dso2oduuirbe2 pamosara OH je npowao
paseojHuU nym od do6posobya, ycmaHuka, na cae do komaHdaHma veme.
Ynpaso 3602 moea 3Hauaj Kyubaxosux cjeharsa je suwiecmpyk. Kopucmehu
ce Kyubaxosum memoapuma ycnjeau cmo da dodamHo paceujemaumo
npoyec caara dobposobaya Ha ycmaxu4ko nodpyyje. 00 eenukoe sHavaja
6us0 je u auvHo cejedoyaHcmeo Kyubaxa o akmusHocmuma odéopa
dyac daamamuHcke obase Koju cy nomazaau ycmaHak. bopehu ce kao
ycmaHuk Ha wiupem nodpyujy oko epadosa Tpebursa u busehe ocmasuo
Jjeyneuamsvuge onuce mux cykoba. Moaau cmMo 3anasumu U Hhe208a AUYHA
NPOMUU/BAA 0 ePUKACHUJUM, CMPAMeEeWKUM HAYUHUMA pamoearsd,
Koje je u cam npumjerbusao. Hhezose nepyenyuje o ycmaHuyuma u
ycmaHu4HuM eohama easxcaH cy ceemeHm memoapa. bez sadpuike oH je
usHocuo ceoje umnpecuje o Mupocaagy Xyémajepy, [leku Ilasio08uhy, na
u camom ycmavuukom eohu Muhu /by6ubpamuhy. Mehymum, muul/berba
cmo da je npuspiceHocm LpHoj Topu u kra3dy Hukoau, koja ce jacHo
ocaukasa Ha cmpaHuyama Kyubaxosux memoapa, doHek1e u 06.1uko8ana
rezo8e cmasose. 3ana3uau cmo makohe da cy Kyubaxosu koHmakmu ca
JIOKAAHUM CMAHOBHUWIMB0M 6UAU CY NPUAUYHO AuMUMuUpaHu. ¥ noped
ceux oepaHuversa, Kyubaxosa cjeharea cy eaxcaH uzeop 3a caznedasarse
Xepyezosaukoz ycmaHka, mum suule, Wmo je aymop 6uo u akmusHu
yuecHuk dozahaja o kojuma nuuie.

Kmyune pujeuu: An6un Xyzo Kyubax, ycmanak, XepyezosuHa, L{pna
Topa, OcmaHcko yapcmeo.



